
~The following is a brief history of St. Ann’s Parish here in Milton; we include it in this 

weekend’s bulletin in celebration of St. Ann Day, July 26th.   

 

 
 

 The first pastor of St. Ann’s in Milton was Fr. Picard.  He was appointed on 

November 3, 1859, with responsibility for Richmond, Underhill & Milton.  
 

 In 1875 land for a cemetery was purchased on the other side of town, and in June, 

Bishop De Goesbriand consecrated the new “burying ground”.   
 

 On July 26, 1882 Bishop De Goesbriand presented to St. Ann Parish a relic of St. 

Ann in the shape of a stone which he had detached from her house in Jerusalem.   
 

 The first church was completely destroyed by a fire that began in the adjacent 

schoolhouse (where the rectory now stands) on January 18, 1894.    Construction 

began immediately on a new church, and was consecrated on St. Ann’s feast day in 

1894.  The dedication, which included laying the cornerstone & erecting the Stations 

of the Cross, was attended by 1,200 parishioners and pilgrims, plus 18 priests.  The 

High Mass included (2) sermons, one in English, the other in French.   The Bishop 

returned in November of that year to bless the new bell (tower).  A new rectory was 

also constructed on the site of the former school house the following year. 
 

 By 1951 many crutches, glasses & other testimonials had been received due to favors 

received through the intercession of St. Ann at her shrine in Milton.  A new shrine 

was built of Vermont redstone & marble, and a new statue of St. Ann was made in 

Italy.  Accounts from 1954 noted that “The spring next to the shrine has been visited 

by hundreds of pilgrims who bottle the water and bring it home.  This water has 

been regarded by some as having been instrumental in apparent cures”. 
 

 The Centennial of St. Ann’s Parish was celebrated by Bishop Joyce, Fr. Fournier & 

other priests and parishioners in 1959.   
 

 The population of Milton grew from 2,000 to 7,000 from 1960 to 1980.  This growth 

brought increased demands on the now 90-year old church and it was showing its 

age, with settlement & structural deterioration having been built on soft soil.   The 

decision was made to demolish the old church and build a new one.  Construction 

began in May 1984; Masses were celebrated in the Milton High School auditorium, 

and weddings & funerals at the United Church of Milton during this time.   The 

majority of the work was completed in February of 1985 and the first Mass was 

celebrated in our current church.  It was officially dedicated on St. Ann’s Feast Day 

that year by Bishop Marshall. 
 

 To recognize our parish’s 150th anniversary in 2009, parish events were held in the 

months prior to St. Ann’s Feast Day in July.  A special Mass was celebrated by 

Bishop Salvatore Matano on the Feast Day, and a dinner was held following the 

Mass.   

St. Ann  
 



According to tradition, the parents of St. Ann were a pious couple who lived in a small 

town near Mt. Carmel.  There were several children in the family but little Ann was the 

favorite, and rightly so because she was destined to be the grandmother of our blessed 

Savior.  It is very likely that, according to the custom of the time, St. Ann was presented in 

the Temple to be dedicated, remaining there until she later became the wife of Joachim.   
 

It is said each year, St. Ann & her husband divided their revenue into three parts – one was 

given as an offering to the Temple; one was donated to the poor and the third they kept for 

their family needs.   
 

Now in those days it was looked upon with reproach and as a sign of disfavor if a couple 

were not blessed with children, and after 20 years’ marriage they still had no children.  St. 

Ann and St. Joachim endured this humiliation with patience and prayer, petitioning our 

Blessed Lord to bless their marriage with offspring.  They made a vow that if they had a 

child they would offer it to the Temple, consecrating it to God.  God was preparing them 

that they might be worthy to become the parents of the Blessed Virgin, and in answer to 

their prayers and sacrifices a daughter was born to the gentle & good Ann. 
 

St. Jerome said:  “Ann is the glorious tree from which bloomed a twig under Divine 

influence; she is the sublime heaven from whose heights the Star of the Sea neared its 

rising; she is the blessed barren woman happy mother among mothers, from whose pure 

womb came for the temple of God, the sanctuary of the Holy Ghost, the Mother of God.”   
 

St. Ann called her daughter “Miriam”, which is translated in English as “Mary” which 

means “Star of the Sea”.  At three years of age, St. Ann & St. Joachim presented the 

Blessed Virgin in the Temple in fulfillment of their promise.  There Mary remained until 

she was 15, when she was espoused to Joseph.   

 

 

 

 

 


